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alone, there have been anti-immigrant
chalkings, racist fliers, threats, and,
less than a month ago, there was a
noose found inside a campus fraternity
house.

But this isn’t just a troubling trend
at the University of Maryland. There
has been an unprecedented spike in
racist and hate activity on campuses
since November. Posters at the Univer-
sity of Texas implored students to re-
port any and all illegal aliens, that
America is a White nation. Another
flier, with swastikas, at UCLA read, in
part: ‘“‘the hordes of our enemies from
the Blacks to the Jews are deserving of
fates of violence.”

Hate watch groups have tracked 150
racist incidents on college campuses in
33 States since the fall. Just a year
ago, it was such a rarity that no one
was even counting.

Peddlers of hate are specifically tar-
geting college campuses, declaring that
their time has come, and trying to lure
students with slogans like ‘‘serve your
people” and ‘‘our destiny is ours.”
They are working to translate their on-
line activism to real-world action, and
young people are prime targets, in
part, because they are still figuring out
who they are and what they believe.

One would have to be purposefully
obtuse to not see a direct line from the
recent elections to the emboldening of
these perpetrators across the country.
Longtime White supremacist Jared
Taylor described the November elec-
tion result as a ‘‘sign of rising White
consciousness” and that ‘“‘now is the
time to press our advantage in every
way possible.”

So, today, I am calling on the admin-
istration—that has repeatedly failed to
denounce the hate crimes directed at
Jews, members of the LGBT commu-
nity, or immigrants—to denounce the
hate-fueled killing of a Black soldier,
Second Lieutenant Richard Collins.

The reaction to Collins’ murder is
often formulaic. We extend our condo-
lences and sympathies, call the killing
a senseless tragedy, and proclaim that
we won’t tolerate these incidents. That
is not good enough. If this escalation of
hate is going to end in Maryland and
across the country, it will be because
all of us take a stand not only against
the hard right and hate festering on
campus, but to leaders who have been
too content to remain silent and look
the other way.

Hate speech is not protected. Encour-
aging open academic debate cannot
lead to inaction that creates a breeding
ground for prejudice, discrimination,
and violent hatred on our college cam-
puses or anywhere.

Campuses should adopt successful
strategies:

Consider zero-tolerance policies for
hateful speech and acts of racism.
Maybe if students know that they will
be expelled for spreading racial slurs
online, they will think twice;

Replicate the University of Massa-
chusetts. They have a hate SWAT team
that counters hateful messages
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through an early alert system, a
counter-messaging response team, and
counselors on call;

Or promote more diverse voices in
the faculty and staff.

Pretending that the murder of Rich-
ard Collins in cold blood is an isolated
incident will only make the situation
worse. Diversity and unity—that
American melting pot that is the foun-
dation of our Nation—can only happen
when the country does a better job con-
fronting hate in all forms. We cannot
simply start when students arrive on
campus.

In the absence of real change, we
take to the streets; we protest; we hold
vigils. But Richard Collins deserves
better. Our children deserve better. Let
us work together, and let’s not wait for
another tragedy.

Farewell and Godspeed, Lieutenant
Collins.

————
A CALL TO NATIONAL SERVICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, while I put up a couple of
charts here, the most noticeable one is
I want to make everybody aware that
tomorrow morning at 9 a.m. we will
unveil ACTION, a call to national serv-
ice. It will be carried live streaming on
YouTube tomorrow morning, May 25,
at 9 a.m.

The first poster that I have up here is
of General McChrystal. Tomorrow
morning, JOHN LEWIS, DORIS MATSUI,
JOE KENNEDY, our Senate lead Senator
JACK REED from Rhode Island, and

General McChrystal, among others,
will be at our bill introduction and
rollout.

General McChrystal has said that we
need to create a culture of service,
where we are all vested in our Nation’s
future and feel a shared sense of re-
sponsibility not only to our Nation, but
to each other.

General McChrystal also said, as was
outlined in The Atlantic Monthly, that
you don’t have to wear a military uni-
form to serve your country. But cer-
tainly wearing a military uniform in
serving your country is an honor, and
we commend those men and women
who serve for what they do for our
country. But many among them, in-
cluding reservists and the National
Guard, are not often eligible for the GI
Bill, yet they have done tours of duty
and served their Nation extraordinarily
well.

This Monday, Memorial Day, would
be the 100th birthday of John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy. It is hard to believe
that so youthful, so vital, so gracious,
so eloquent, and so charismatic a lead-
er was taken from us at such a young
age. Yet it was he who gave us this
great vision when, in his inaugural ad-
dress, he said to the citizens of this
country: “In your hands, my fellow
citizens, more than mine, will rest the
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final success or failure of our course.
Since this country was founded, each
generation of Americans has been sum-
moned to give testimony to its na-
tional loyalty. The graves of young
Americans who answered the call to
service surround this globe.

“Now the trumpet summons us
again—nmot as a call to bear arms,
though arms we need—not as a call to
battle, though embattled we are—but a
call to bear the burden of a long twi-
light struggle, year in and year out,
‘rejoicing in hope, patient in tribu-
lation’—a struggle against the common
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, dis-
ease, and war itself.”

Kennedy was speaking of the Nation
when he said: ‘“‘Can we forge against
these enemies a grand and global alli-
ance, North and South, East and West,
that can assure a more fruitful life for
all mankind?”’

Then he said to all Americans: ‘“Will
you join in that historic effort?”’

“And so, my fellow Americans, ask
not what your country can do for you—
ask what you can do for your country.”

What we propose in this legislation
tomorrow we are rolling out is that
what you can do for your country is
serve it. Whether in the military, the
Reserves, or the National Guard, or
whether in the Peace Corps,
AmeriCorps, or VISTA, you can serve
your country; and what your country
can do for you in return is to help you
get through college and pay off your
debt that you have incurred.

Rise with us, America, and join us to-
morrow as we go on the march and
make sure that, in the legacy of Presi-
dent Kennedy, we continue to move
this Nation forward.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 29
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Becky Tirabassi, Viewpoint
Church, Newport Beach, California, of-
fered the following prayer:

Father, I pray for the immediate out-
pouring of Your Holy Spirit on our Na-
tion and leaders.

I pray that not one of us will miss
hearing Your voice today.

I pray that we would not neglect to
ask for Your wisdom.

I pray that we would not make deci-
sions without asking Your guidance.

Will You go before and behind us?
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